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EDITOR’S LETTER

Dear Fellow Paddlers

Its nearly Christmas again and some of our
members seem to have early Christmas presents in
the form of baby blue kayaks. I understand Marek
is very keen to unwrap his shiny new toy but is
waiting until the right time.

Of course immediately after Christmas is the
Red Cross Murray Marathon at which Fairfield will
be well represented again with experienced
paddlers returning to give it another go and some
newer members joining in the fun as relay team
members while others are taking up the challenge
of paddling the full distance. A lot of discussion
around the club of recent weeks seems to have
revolved around who is paddling in what kayak
with who of for what relay team. Arrangements
now seemed to have settled down, I think.

In this issue of our newsletter, there are reports
from the JLL Challenge in which many members
were involved. We also have a report on the event
with the greatest member involvement for the year
the great “Big Bash”. The paparazzi were in
attendance at the Bash and have supplied us with
some fantastic photographs. The diversity of
paddling in the club is reflected in our articles on
the sedate and stylish delivery of brides by canoe
and the canoe polo exploits of the furious Fairfield
Gladiators.

Merry Christmas. See you on the Murray?

Regards
Andrew McConnell, aka Mr Mavic.

P:S. The deadline for all your articles on the Murray
Marathon and other activities over the festive
season is the 28th February, 2001.



Report from the Chair

by Tony Payne

elcome to the final report to members from the

Board for 2000. It has been a year of change at
Fairfield, new rules now govern the operation of
the club and a new Board is in place. The Annual
General Meeting was held on October 16th and for
the first time in over a decade all members were
eligible to vote. Two new Directors were elected,
Annette Kendall and Paul McKay, who have
already demonstrated their enthusiasm by taking
on the roles of Secretary and Treasurer respectively.
Stephen Beitz was re-elected for another 2-year
term and continues to coordinate maintenance and
building activities. Margaret Buck and I still have
one year to complete of our 2-year terms. Our
thanks are extended to Andre Kowalski who filled
a casual vacancy on the Board since February 2000.
We hope Andre will make himself available again
in the near future, as his contribution over the last
8 months has been highly valued.

Membership under the new rules continues to
rise with current numbers approaching 150
members. It is great to see so many new faces down
at the club enjoying all that the club and canoeing
experience has to offer. With the warmer weather
and the Murray River marathon almost upon us
activity at the club has been building. I encourage
all members to introduce yourselves to unfamiliar
faces and make the newer members welcome.

The Big Bash awards night was a huge success
with about 115 people turning up to a night of fun,
food and dancing. Special thanks go to the Social
Committee of Rose Curtis, Peter Thompson, Joe
Alia, Jenny Hill and Mandi Coillet for organising
such a great event — we look forward to making this
an annual event well into the future. And
congratulations to all those who received awards
for their paddling prowess and contribution to the
club. For the full report on this event turn to page 8.

Progress in upgrading the club facilities is
continuing. Apologies to those who were
inconvenienced by the recent repair of the tiles in
the men’s shower. In future we will endeavour to
give more warning when such activities are taking
place. A general working bee was held last week
that saw a lot of the rubbish around the club
removed. The front driveway area upgrade has
been deferred slightly until the side path plans are

finalised. This will allow both projects to be
completed roughly at the same time in order to
prevent unnecessary damage to the front. We hope
to see plans for the kitchen on display before
Christmas.

On a cautionary note there have been several
reports of the clubhouse and boat storage area
being left unlocked and open with no members on
the premises. We have been fortunate in the past to
have had only minor security problems but [ would
like to remind all members that it is each person’s
responsibility to lock the club when they leave.
When paddling please take your key with you,
don’t leave it lying around and ensure all
4 doors into the boat storage area are locked.

Under the coordination of Michael Loftus-Hills
we are developing a system for managing the use
of our club boats. It is intended to number each
boat (and accessories) and allocate a specific rack
location. A register will be located at the front of the
racks for entry by any person using a club boat. In
this way we hope to be able to closely monitor the
condition of each of the boats so that damage and
missing parts can be reported and quickly
remedied.

Hope you all enjoyed the informal club
Christmas BBQ on Sunday. It was a good chance to
share a bit of Christmas cheer and wish those going
on the Murray marathon the best of luck.
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Australia recognises top contributors in sport

by Neil Grierson

The Australian Sports Medal is awarded to those
who have shown an extremely significant
contribution to their sport. The Fairfield Canoe
Club is fortunate to have three such outstanding
people who were awarded this medal in 2000.

Margaret Buck

Margaret competed in and was a finalist in the
Tokyo Olympics. She has also competed in several
world and International regattas. The holder of 30
Australian sprint canoeing titles, she has also won
the Murray canoe marathon twice on handicap.
Margaret currently holds six records for the full
distance in the Murray Marathon including the
women’s TK1 Open, Over 40, and Over 50. She is
an active paddler and competitor and World
Masters Champion. Margaret was president of the
V.C.A. for five years (the maximum term) and is
also a past V.C.A. secretary and Life Member of the
organisation. As V.C.A. President she moved the
organisation forward reducing pecuniary interest
and achieving positive financial independence for
the V.C.A. She also presided over a restructure of
coaching and development in the V.C.A. Margaret
was Fairfield Canoe Club President from 1990 until
2000 during which time membership was increased
from 50 to 180 in 1999 with a corresponding
increase in income and active club reputation. Also
during this time the clubhouse was completed to
occupancy and the club with the help of others
reached the high level of success that it has today.
Margaret is a top competitor who has worked
tirelessly in her support of the sport of canoeing.

greeseint!
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Zoli Szigeti

Zoli was world champion in K4 in 1954. In 1955
Zoli, with Vagyoczky, was named best K2 pair in
the world. He was team manager for the 1968
Mexico Olympics and again for the 1980 Moscow
Olympics, and was a hard working selector for
many years for overseas teams particularly fighting
prejudice over the inclusion of women in teams.
Zoli has been coaching at the Fairfield Canoe Club
since 1956. He has coached Canadian and kayak
paddlers for almost every Olympics from 1956 till
1980. A number of these competitors gained
international and Olympic selection. The club is a
great love of Zoli's and his contribution to the club
and canoeing in Victoria is immense. He has
coached from beginners to elite paddlers which
helps with recruitment of new members and the
success of the club over many years. He is much
loved and respected in the sport and at Fairfield
Canoe Club. Zoli is also a Life Member of Fairfield
Canoe Club.

Jonathan Mayne

Jon was a president of Fairfield Canoe Club in the
70’s. He is a past treasurer of the V.C.A. Jon was
also Chairman of the V.C.A. Race Committee which
in those days managed marathon and sprint racing
in Victoria. He is a Life Member of the Red Cross
Marathon Committee. Jon contributed greatly to
integrating the Murray Marathon with the sport of
canoeing and has had a major influence on its
development ably assisted by his wife Jenny. He
was Murray Marathon starter for 20 years and
Chairman for 4 years. He is currently Deputy Chief
Official of Sprint. Jon was T.V. commentator for Los
Angeles Olympics and boatmaster for Sydney
Olympics. As a competitor he holds 36 Australian
titles spanning 24 years and 67 state titles spanning
42 years from 1957-1999. He was manager of the
first Australian marathon team in 1981, and holds 3
gold and 2 silver Murray Marathon medals. He is
also a top Masters Games competitor. Jon
characterises the long contribution and
participation of people passionate about the sport
of canoeing.

The Fairfield Canoe Club can be proud to count
these three people amongst its members and
congratulates them in their public recognition as
awardees of the Australian Sports Medal.

Jenny and Jon Mayne.
Photo: Roger Tralaggan.



Fairfield women show how it’s done

at JLL Challenge

by Andrew McConnell

The Victorian Jones Lang LaSalle Challenge is
held on the last weekend in November each
year. The event is a two day, 231km kayak, bike,
and run through some of the most spectacular
scenery in the State, from Mount Buller in the
Victorian Alps to the centre of Melbourne.

The JLL Challenge is one of Australia’s toughest
multi-sport event attracting over 450 competitors
with 49 of the entries coming from overseas. Some
of the hard core competitors such as Kerryn Flatt
and Richard Rossiter completed the entire course,
the real challenge as can be seen from the following
article on Kerryn’s race. Richard appeared to have
a low profile during the race but at the end of the
day came eighth, a great achievement given the
international competition he was up against.

Other Fairfield members were involved in the
teams competition, many for the first time, with the
ladies doing particularly well. Julie Perriam was
the paddler for the First placed Women'’s Tri Team.
Third place in the Women'’s Tri Teams also went to
Fairfield with Liz Wells paddling and Raelene
Lesniowska showing her versatility by doing a run
and a bike ride for the team. Jenny Hill paddled for
the third placed mixed non corporate team named
Freaksgalore just pipped at the post by Shane
Cavagna’s team.

The rest of the FCC competitors still had a great
time paddling or pedaling through the bush
although I understand that the ride was very hot
hard work from the look on Rusty’s face as he
crossed the line at the Marysville Hotel. The look
when he got that first beer to his mouth was
memorable. Liz Eedle who joined the club early
this year with the goal of paddling in the JLL had a
smile on her face all weekend. It was either the
paddling or the fact that she was flying to Europe
on Monday for a months holiday. Simon Sharrock

however didn’t have a smile on his face when they
had a flat tyre on the way but soon got into the
spirit of the event when he made it to Mount Buller.
Andy Wright had a friendly word for me as he
powered past on his way to Southbank. There were
probably still other FCC members competing who I
didn't recognise in the crowds.

Behind the FCC competitors were often support
crews pulled from the ranks of the FCC to which
the competitors owe much thanks. Still others
helped out with a loan of kayak or just cheering as
we paddled past the club on Sunday.

As soon as the race was over several members
started planning their next endurance event, the
celebrations afterwards at a pub in South
Melbourne which continued well into the night.
The next day these players confessed to having sore
heads to go with their sore arms and legs.

Richard Rossiter at 5.30am
on Day 2 of the JLL making

a fashion statement that
plastic bags with three

holes in them are back!

Photo: Meron Scott collection.
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What a JLL winner!

by Meron Scott

n January 2000 former FCC members Kerryn Flatt

and David Jerram, moved to New Zealand. By
March 2000 the hills of Wellington and outdoor
craziness of New Zealanders had inspired Kerryn
to train for the JLL, held recently on Nov 25 & 26.

Whenever 1 called her to catch up she would
have spent the weekends completing 25km run
events, half marathons, 120km bike rides and more
in preparation for this gruelling event.

Two weeks before the race Tim and I realised
that we would be free for the JLL weekend, we rang
Kerryn to offer assistance for David as landcrew.

Landcrewing for Kerryn is a dream as she is so
organised. Accommodation and meals had been
booked and lists of what she needed for all the
transitions made sure no time was lost between
each stage.

There were 13 women competing in the
individual women’s event with the winner from
last year competing again. Sharon Prutton, a fellow
sportswoman from NZ was a past winner as well.
Our goal was to get Kerryn to the finish. A placing
was a bonus.

Kicking off at sunrise (5.30am), from the Summit
of Mt Buller, you realise that the JLL is truly a
spectacular race. The mountain air rumbles
excitement as the gun goes off and hundreds of
competitors run down the ski slopes and off into
the bush.

Kerryn had a good run from Mt Buller to the
canoe start coming in as the second individual
woman and held this placing at the canoe/bike
transition. During the bike she slipped to 4th place
as Sharon moved ahead of her and Fleur Grose
(No0.61 — as we came to know her) gained 3rd place.

After 10 hours of hard Day 1 competition,
Kerryn was sore and tired but still had a smile for
us. Her left knee had started to play up several
weeks before the JLL and even though it had been
strapped very well, Day 1 had taken its toll. The
land crew took over and started vital repair work.
On went the ice, off came the tape which was
covering rub marks on her back, on went the
Betadine for blackberry scratches and scrapes, into
the shower to wash off salt, sunscreen and mud
and out onto the lawn outside the Marysville pub
to spin out the lactic acid on her bike and
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Kerryn (right) with Sharon Prutton (left) on the summit at
Mt Buller about to start the Day 1 run.
windtrainer.

We checked out the times which had been posted
and Kerryn was in 4th place, 4 minutes behind 3rd
which meant that 3rd place was still achieveable so
we were all feeling very positive.

After dinner at the pub, the line at the massage
tent was still moving very slowly so I applied my
massage skills to Kerryn’s legs and feet. The cream
she gave me from her masseur was so strong it
helped clear up my hayfever more than the
Antihistamines!

Day 2 at 4.30am and Kerryn was feeling stiff and
sore as she climbed aboard her bike and
windtrainer again to loosen up her legs and bend
her left knee. At 5.15 am we walked out the front of
the pub to join the growing throng of competitors
and landcrew as everyone prepared for the Day 2
run.

Kerryn moved to the front row at the starting
line for the run. We knew she could barely manage
more than a walk let alone a run, but Kerryn knew
where she wanted to be and that was at the front!

Tim, David and I headed off straight after the
run to get a good park at the bike transition where
we ate breakfast from the back of our cars. As we
waited for Kerryn to come in, I was thinking, she
will either decide to go for it in spite of her aching
knee and run in around the same time as Sharon
and No.61 or have had enough and walk in
sometime later. Kerryn is a really gritty competitor
and she proved my first estimation was correct as
she came in several minutes after No.61. A quick
transition was made and off she rode on her bike to



Landcrew Tim Scott (left) and David Jerram (middle)
looking perky at 5.20am as they help Kerryn get ready for
the Day 2 run.

catch up.

We all stopped several times to cheer her on with
Tim and myself then heading to the canoe
transition and David heading off after Kerryn to
help out if she put a hole in a tyre.

Kerryn had a blitzer of a ride and unbeknowns
to us and her, had already made up the 4 minutes
on No.61 on the bike. She had a break of 10-15
minutes before heading off in her TK1 making sure
she got on the water before No.61 so No.61
wouldn’t know how far ahead Kerryn was.

Tim, David and I headed onto the FCC
clubhouse to join fellow FCC members on the
landing to cheer Kerryn on as she paddled past.
Kevin, Zoli, Peter, Lofty, Rose and ourselves gave
her a huge cheer which she said helped
enormously.

We made our way to the Dight's Falls portage
where Tim and David helped Team 330 out with a
practice portage run of Andrew Wright's K1. Then
Kerryn arrived and we had a great transition with
the boys running off with her boat and me running
alongside Kerryn helping her with a bottle of
Powerade and a Gu. She ran the whole portage
which was very impressive however I was only
able to estimate how far ahead she was from No.61.
Once we got her away, we stayed to see how far
back No.61 was and to see if she would run the
portage. David chatted to one of the time recorders
and he estimated that Kerryn was 23 minutes
ahead of No.61 who had just arrived. We watched
her long enough to see that she wasn’t going to run
the portage then we drove into the city dropping

David off so he could run along the bank with
Kerryn to the finish line.

Dorothy James, a FCC member and good friend
of Kerryn, had been cycling along the Yarra shore
trying to find her on the water. Upon learning she
was still further upstream, Dot took off again and
joined David on the opposite side of the Yarra so
Kerryn had both of them on either side yelling at
her which she said after sounded like, “Blah blah
Kerryn, blah blah Kerryn”.

Finally the moment came and Kerryn rounded
the last bend to hit the home strait to the finish line.
David and I ran the last 200 metres with her while
Tim and Julie Perriam waited to help her out of her
boat. Out she got and ran up the bank through the
finish to cheers and lots of hugs from her landcrew.

We were fairly confident that Kerryn had taken
out 3rd place but had to wait for over an hour to
have it confirmed that she had beaten No.61 by 19
minutes.

Kerryn looked very stiff and sore as she accepted
her winner’s medal, flowers and package but you
couldn’t wipe the smile off her face. Kerryn swore
that she would sooner do two Murray Marathon’s
back to back than compete in another individual
JLL so it must have been a tough race as her bum
still aches from the last full distance Murray!

So congratulations Kerryn on a great display
of commitment, athleticism and determination.
What a JLL winner!

Kerryn powering her way into
Marysuville, Day 1.
All photos: Meron Scott collection.
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